A SOLOMON ISLAND CANOE is a dug-out cut from a single trunk of
a palm tree. It has prow and stern built on separately at the ends of the
hollowed palm trunks, and a cigar-shaped bottom designed for easy
launching. Though easily launched, this craft differs from most Pacific

Island canoes in lacking an outrigger, and considerable skill is needed by
the crew to prevent it from capsizing. The paddlers kneel in a double row
of ten or fifteen, according to the length of the canoe. A highly orna-
mented gunwale shows that it is a much dreaded war-craft.